Farish Street Jive Notes
By Little Brother Montgomery
Transcribed and Arranged by Kristian Olsen
kristian.olsen.info@gmail.com

The purpose of this document is to help distribute this wonderful piece to the world. But if you
find this of use and would like to buy me a coffee (or chip in for boring website hosting fees),
you can do so at buymeacoffee.com/kolsen.

General Notes
What follows is the sheet music for two versions of Little Brother Montgomery’s masterpiece,
“Farish Street Jive.”

The first version is a transcription of the piece as heard here from Little Brother’s Complete
Recorded Works 1930-1936 album on Document Records. I think it’s the best recording of the
piece, though Little Brother recorded it several other times, sometimes as “Faro Street Jive.”
There are a few spots in the original recording where I can’t tell for sure what is going on. In the
notes below, I explain those difficulties further.

The second version is the version as I like to play it. My version (which can be heard here) is
very similar to Little Brother’s, with a few adjustments to make it a bit easier to play. The piece
consists of several sections that repeat over and over, and I have altered their order and repetition
slightly to my liking. I have also made changes to the beginning, where Little Brother’s left-hand
line is somewhat erratic, and I reprise the intro halfway through since I love that part most of all.

I have mostly left out articulation and pedaling in the score. Listen to recordings and copy, or use
whatever sounds good.

As always, this sheet music is meant only as a guide to your own exploration of the piece. Make
changes freely, and do whatever sounds good to you!

Measure Notes (indicated in score with “*””)
Measure 9 treble: tough chord to discern. Maybe add a C#. Maybe omit the C. Who knows? See
also measure 141.

Measure 9 bass: Little Brother plays a diminished D chord here (I think), but at the end of the
piece (measure 141), he seems to play a diminished C chord. Both sound good, but I prefer the C
version.

Measure 19: Maybe no C here (and elsewhere). Hard to tell.

Measure 22 treble: I labored greatly over the chord here (and elsewhere). This is my best guess,
but maybe a C# or G should be added, or maybe Little Brother plays some other combination of


https://www.buymeacoffee.com/kolsen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=97WwQk_5wgg
https://youtu.be/K3z6i7U1E6E

notes (he may even play slightly different chords at different points in the piece). What I have in
the score sounds best to me.

Measure 22 bass: maybe add the E in the C chord here (and elsewhere). I think it sounds better
without. Hard to tell what Little Brother plays.

Measure 23: Not sure about the D here (and elsewhere). Maybe omit.

Measure 24: Not sure if there’s a C here (and elsewhere). Maybe C5 rather than C4? Maybe no C
at all? I like C4 best.

Measure 50: Maybe an F5 here too and in the following measures. Tough to say.

Measure 69: Another chord that I really struggled to decipher.

Measure 86: I don’t hear either of the bass Fs in the recording here, but they make sense to add.
Measure 123: I corrected some apparent wrong notes here.

Measure 141: See notes on measure 9.
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